
The Kurgalskiy Nature Reserve:

Harassing  development of new “Draft Master 

Plan of Municipal Unit of Ust-Luga Rural 
Settlement, Kingisepp District of Leningrad 
Region” for conservation value of the unique 
Marine Protected Area. 
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 Reserve of regional importance in Leningrad Region, Russian 
Federation.

 HELCOM Baltic Sea Marine Protected Area

 RAMSAR site of wetlands of international importance

The Kurgalskiy Nature Reserve:

One of the key areas 
for environmental 
sustainability of the 
Gulf of Finland
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This is…
 spawning ground for many commercial fish species

 important breeding area for many species of marine 
birds including threatened.

 stopover for migration birds on the Baltic–White Sea 
migration route (IBA).

 key area for the Baltic ringed seal and important area 
for grey seal haul-outs in the Gulf of Finland.

 the only area in Russian Baltic still inhabited by 
breeding population of wild salmon
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Beside this…
 It is characterized by the highest species diversity in 

the region.

 Biotope complexes are diverse and undisturbed 
(including two reefs, steppefied grounds and the only 
brackish lake in the region)

 Plots of primary forest has remained there.

 Marine area of Kurgalsky Reserve is the place of the 
natural retention processes of sea waters.
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The development of the region related to multipurpose 
Ust-Luga merchant sea port near to Kurgaskiy Reserve 
and plans for building a city of 34,5 thousand 
inhabitants.

Despite the fact that the city has not built yet municipal 
government already now are going to develop territory      
of Kurgalskiy Peninsula.
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What is the ‘Draft Master Plan…’?
On Kurgalskiy peninsula situated 7 compact villages 
which are de jure not a part of Kurgalskiy Reserve.

The document proposes 
to new house buildings 
(private cottages) which 
led to 8-fold increase 
of the peninsula 
settlements’ population.
Related recreational 
facilities are assumed.
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Cottages building in 
every  village

Ex-agricultural 
land destroying
(meadows)

Restaurants and pubs 
building

Yacht and motorboating
clubs building

Wetland destroying 
(river  and sea 
dredging, ‘coastal 
improvement’)

Villages’ forest 
belt destroying

Tourist parking 
buildings in value 
part of Peninsula

Beach tourism 
development in 
value part of 
Peninsula

Sport grounds, 
camping or hostels 
building on every 
free ground

Animal 
disturbance

Habitat 
destruction

Increased 
poaching and 
other violations

Increased pollution 
(including waste 
generation)

LOSS OF CONSERVATION VALUE OF RESERVE
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Why so?
 Staff of the reserve consist of 

only one inspector with no 
enforcement authority.

 Public opinion is not taken 
into account in the region.

 Lack of awareness of the 
problem. The petition on 
Change.org was signed only 
by 2000 persons. 

For comparison, petition devoted to installation of the 
monument to Maya Plisetskaya was signed by 60,5 
thousand persons!
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The main reason of the problem is separation of powers between 
different Committees of Leningrad Region.
Committee on Natural Resources does not have the competence to 
influence the document.
The Leningrad Regional Committee on Architecture and Urban 
Planning do not actively interested in the issue of ‘Draft Master 
Plan…’s alteration (see answer from 22/09/2015).

By experts opinion areas of the reserve and the villages (with ex-
agricultural land) form a single natural complex while the last has not 
an adequate protection status.

So CCB hopes for the opportunity to consider and resolve potential 
threats to Kurgalskiy Natural Reserve at both Russian and the 
international community levels (HELCOM).
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